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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a response to the Applicant's filing on 1 0/1 5/03. In virtue of this filing, 
claims 33-40, 44-50, 54-60 are currently presented in the instant applicant. 

Applicant's communication filed on1 2/06/06 has been carefully considered by the 
examiner. The arguments advanced therein are persuasive with respect to the rejection 
of record, and those rejection are accordingly withdraw. In view of a further 
consideration, however, a new rejection is set forth below. This action is not made final. 

Drawings Objection 

2. The drawings 1-2 are objected to because, while the drawings do not 
show the first electrode and second electrode are aligned in the first direction. A 
proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification Objections 

3. The specification of the disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

The disclosure is objected as being incomprehensible as to preclude a 
reasonable search of the prior art by the examiner. For example, the following items 
are not understood: the first electrode and second electrode are aligned in the 
first direction 

Applicant is required to submit an amendment which clarifies the disclosure so 
that the examiner may make a proper comparison of the invention with the prior art. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 33-40, 44-50, 54-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding independent claims 33, 54 and 59, the phrase " the first electrode 
and second electrode are aligned in the first direction" renders the claims indefinite 
because they are unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 33-35, 39-40, 45, 46, 49-60 are rejected the best understood under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Clark et al. (US 2003/0010892). 

Regarding Claim 33, Clark discloses an OLED light source comprising: a 
substrate (600); a first electrode formed onto said substrate; one or more organic 
electroluminescent active layers formed on said first electrode (605); a second electrode 
(635) on said one or more organic electroluminescent active layers (610 and 630), 
wherein at least one of said first or second electrode is patterned into individually 
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addressed segments; a driver circuit (701,706 and 71 1 ) electrically connected to said 
segments and further wherein said segments are controlled by the driver circuit such 
that the chromaticity of the light output from said light source is selectable to create a 
desired ambient light source, wherein each of said plurality of individually addressed 
segments has a length significantly greater than its width. See figures 6-1 5, col .1 , lines 
[0003} to col.5, lines [0058] to [0061]. 

Regarding claim 34, Clark discloses wherein said substrate (600) comprises 
transparent glass. See col.3, lines [0031] to [0031]. 

Regarding claims 39-40, Clark discloses the first electrode is the anode and said 
second electrode is the cathode and said first electrode is the cathode and said second 
electrode is the anode and said first electrode is patterned and said second electrode is 
a shared continuous electrode and the second electrode is patterned and said first 
electrode is a shared continuous electrode. See figures 6-15, col .1 , lines [0003} to 
col.5, lines [0058] to [0061]. 

Regarding claims 45-46, Clark discloses said one or more organic 
electroluminescent active layers comprises one of a group, said group comprising small 
organic molecules, organic-metallic molecules, conjugated polymers and small 
molecule dispersions. See col.3, lines [0031] to [0031]. 

Regarding claim 49, Clark discloses wherein each of said segments has a linear 
shape. See figure 6. 

Regarding claim 50, Clark discloses each of said segments extends the full 
active area of said OLED light source. Figures 6-15. 
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Regarding claim 54, Clark discloses said light source comprising separately 
addressable active segments, said segments comprising RG13 lines, a controller for 
selectively driving each segment; a method for controlling the output light from said light 
source, the steps of said method comprising: inputting color information to said 
controller; driving said segments according to said input color information such that the 
output light from said light source correlates to said input color information, wherein 
each of said segments has a length significantly greater than its width. See figures 6- 
1 5, col .1 , lines [0003} to col.5, lines [0058] to [0068]. 

Regarding claim 55, Clark discloses wherein said step of inputting color 
information further comprises inputting color information from a user. See figures 6-15. 

Regarding claim 56, Clark discloses wherein said step of inputting color 
information further comprises inputting color information from a light sensor. See figures 
6-15. 

Regarding claim 57, Clark discloses wherein said step of driving said segments 
further comprises separately driving groups of red segments, groups of green 
segments, and groups of blue segments in said light source. See figures 6-15. 

Regarding claim 58, Clark discloses wherein said step of driving said segments 
further comprises separately driving separate regions of said light source. See figures 6- 
15. 

Regarding claim 59, Clark discloses a fault-tolerant OLED light source 
comprising: a plurality of independently addressable light segments; each said 
segments electrically isolated from other said segments such that an electrical short in 
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one of said segments does not short any other light segment; and a controller driving 
said plurality of light segments, wherein each of said plurality of light segments has a 
length significantly greater than its width. See figures 6-1 5,co1 .1 , lines [0003} to col .5, 
lines [0058] to [0061]. 

Regarding claim 60, Clark discloses wherein the current flowing to each said 
segment is limited from said controller such that a short in one segment does not short 
the entire light source. See figures 6-1 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

* 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 36, 44, 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Clark et al (US 2003/0010892). 

Regarding claims 36, 44, 47-48, Clark essentially discloses the claimed invention 
but does not explicitly disclose that, a first electrode comprises ITO and one or more 
organic electroluminescent active layers is deposited by one of the group, said group 
comprising ink jet printing, screen printing, off-set printing, electrostatic printing, gravure 
printing, flexible graphic printing, laser-induced and thermally induced transfer printing, 
and shadow stencil masking and driver circuit is electrically connected to said segment 
by a control line wherein said Control line is current limited. 
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It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to employ Clark in any 
desired interest material and current limited such as lone or more organic 
electroluminescent active layers is deposited by one of the group, said group 
comprising ink jet printing, screen printing, off-set printing, electrostatic printing, gravure 
printing, flexible graphic printing, laser-induced and thermally induced transfer printing, 
and shadow stencil masking and driver circuit is electrically connected to said segment 
by a control line wherein said control line is current limited in order to maximize the 
usage of his invention, since applicant does not disclose that, all of these limitations can 
solve any stated problem and for any particular purpose. Therefore, it appears that the 
invention would not provide any improvement but merely apply the invention in different 
presentation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 35, 37-38 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. . 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art does not teach that, the substrate comprises one of a group, said 
group comprising a flexible plastic transparent material, a flexible metal foil, a flexible 
metalized plastic foil, a plastic foil comprising a conducting polymer layer as the 
conductor and a plastic foil comprising a conducting polymer layer with metal bus bars 
as the conductor layer recited in dependent claims 35, 37-38. 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Waiters et al (US 5,895,986) and Yamashita et al. (US 
6,087,776) are cited to show a lighting control system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Minh A whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 AM -2:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Owens Douglas W can be reached on (571 ) 272-1662. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9306 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 



272-1553. 
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